
Our most successful Conference to date! 
Over 700 delegates came together in Ottawa October 5-8 to participate in the 7th 

Annual Canadian National Conference.  With an array of exceptional speakers, 

networking activities, and more than 25 exhibitors, there was something for eve-

ryone.   

 

On Sunday, a sold-out event of 95 Chief Audit Executives and Audit Committee 

members focused on reputational risk of organizations and as speaker Jaime 

Watts expressed, “What happens when bad things happen to good organiza-

tions?”  Over 30 Audit Committee members extended their stay to attend the 

regular sessions on Monday. This was the first time AC members were specifically 

invited to an IIA Canada conference and several said they would be back for the 

next one. 

 

The theme of the Conference was “Rising to new challenges” and the importance 

of leadership in internal auditing was heard time and again from the general ses-

sion speakers.  Rick Hillier, former Chief of Defence, opened the conference with 

a powerful message that everyone needs to be a leader, ready to step up when 

there is a void or a need.  Larry Harrington, VP Internal Audit at Raytheon, encour-

aged attendees to get more active in their profession and drive the profession by 

thinking outside the box.  Honorary Conference Chairman Carman Lapointe, Un-

der-Secretary-General for the United Nations Internal Oversight Services, spoke 

on raising the bar.  And Richard Chambers, IIA President and CEO, provided practi-

cal advice based on his lessons learned on the audit trail. 

 

Attendees could choose from more than 45 concurrent sessions, 

providing a vast array of break-through thinking, best practices, 

and ideas to keep internal auditors on the leading edge of the 

profession. 

 

Kudos to the conference team on “rising to new challenges” in 

putting together an outstanding program and delivering on expec-

tations!  

 

In July next year, IIA Canada will host The IIA’s International Con-

ference in Vancouver, where over 2,000 delegates from around 

the world are expected to converge.  In 2016, the Canadian Na-

tional Conference will return in Halifax.  Plan now to attend these 

unique events. 
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             For information on next year’s  

International Conference  in Halifax                        

www.iiacanada.ca 



IIA Canada thanks its sponsors 

for the National Conference  

We would like to thank all of 

our sponsors and exhibitors 

who provided attendees with 

information on the latest tools, 

technology and thought leader-

ship to keep them abreast of 

new advances in internal audit 

practice. 

Attendees networked and re-

laxed after their sessions.  At 

the welcome reception  the 

casino tables were packed with 

fun-loving auditors demon-

strating their skills in assessing 

risk.  The Gala with more than 

500 attendees enjoyed a won-

derful dinner,  live entertain-

ment and dancing. 

     Networking  
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Six individuals were honoured during this year’s National Conference in Ottawa for 

their dedication and contributions to the profession of internal auditing and to The 

IIA. 

 

CONTRIBUTION TO THE PROFESSION OF INTERNAL AUDITNG AWARD 

This award is given to individuals who have significantly impacted the practice of in-

ternal auditing.  The three recipients this year were each instrumental in advancing 

the profession of internal auditing in the public sector.  .   

  

Mr. Brian Aiken, who retired as Assistant Comptroller General in 2012, led the gov-

ernment internal auditors through the maturing years following approval of the new 

Policy on Internal Audit, pushing CAE’s and their teams  to higher levels, to become 

truly professional in their services, and be leaders in our departments. His guidance 

during the government wide economic action plan initiative was particularly notable, 

delicately balancing assurance with advice to support the government.  He also 

served as a founding member of the  Canadian Board, and has served for many years 

on IIA international committees.  

 

Mr. Joe Freamo, currently CAE of the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, has headed 

four major  government departments, is known for developing first-class audit shops, 

helped found the Canadian Board, and is an active volunteer and speaker.  In 2004-

2005 while working in the Office of the Comptroller-General, Joe was played a key 

role behind the scenes writing the new policy on internal audit, ensuring that the pro-

cess delivered the right outcome for the profession, the government, and the IIA.  

 

Mr. Charles-Antoine St Jean, has had a lengthy career with Ernst & Young where he 

has been the national leader for the public sector specializing in the fields of strategy, 

governance, risk management, and internal audit.  From 2004 to 2007, Charles-

Antoine served as the Comptroller-General of the Government of Canada, where he 

spear-headed the re-write of the Policy on Internal Audit introducing external Audit 

Committees to government and defining the role, qualifications, and stature of Chief 

Audit Executives in the government.   

 

ARTHUR CHILD DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN CANADA AWARD   

The Distinguished Service Award is given to individuals who have volunteered their 

time and efforts to The Institute of Internal Auditors and have impacted the Institute 

through their contributions. 

 

Mr. Eric Lavoie, Partner with Lemieux Nolet in Quebec City, has been a dedicated 

volunteer and supporter at the local, national, and international levels for most of the 

past 20 years. He has served on the board of the Quebec City chapter, as IIA District 

Representative and North American Committee member, and as co-chair of the 2009 

IIA Canada National Conference.  He has also chaired The IIA’s International Com-

mittee on Quality and is current chair of IIA Canada’s Emerging Issues Committee.  

Eric is also a frequent speaker for The IIA and for IIA chapters.  

 

 

 

Joe Freamo 

Brian Aiken 

Eric Lavoie 

Charles-Antoine St. Jean  
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 has been appointed as the new secretariat for GIACC.   
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Brenda Youle 

Ms. Brenda Youle, Director of Audit Services for SaskEnergy in Regina, is 

into her third decade of volunteering for The IIA.  Having served as Saskatche-

wan Chapter president in the early 2000’s, she helped launch the Canadian 

Council, and has guided recent Canadian national conferences in her role as 

member and currently co-chair of the Canadian Conference Advisory Board.  

For the past 10 years, she has also served as a Distinguished Faculty Member 

for The IIA, leading seminars throughout the US and Canada.  

 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

The Lifetime Achievement Award is given to those select individuals who have 

dedicated their careers to internal auditing and have left an indelible mark on 

the profession.     

 

Mr. John Fraser, Sr. Vice President Internal Audit at Hydro One, has had a 

long distinguished professional career with many of Canada’s major corpora-

tions resulting in over 50 years’ experience in the risk and internal audit 

fields!  His extracurricular activities are too numerous to list here, but key 

achievements include: 

 

 In the early 2000’s, co-authoring the publication 20 Questions Directors 

Should Ask About Internal Audit, and following that up with a second 

publication on 20 Questions Directors should ask about Risk.  

 Serving until recently as Chair of the Conference Board of Canada's Stra-

tegic Risk Council.  

 Co-editing the 2010 university text-book "Enterprise Risk Management: 

Insights and Analysis on Today's Leading Research and Best Practices." 

 Serving on the faculty of The Directors College and as an adjunct profes-

sor at York University’s Schulich School of Business where he teaches 

courses on enterprise risk management.   

 Serving for many years as a Governor of the IIA Toronto Chapter and on 

the CICA’s Risk Management and Governance Board.  

 

As volunteer, author, and lecturer, as well as the consummate CAE, John has 

generously dedicated himself to advancing internal audit and risk manage-

ment.  

John Fraser 


